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Kaaaucro xeaaeT cTaTb MA€AAbHBIM MMIIEPAaTOPOM, HO
'y MEeHA UMeeTCs MeyTa.

VBB, yueba ocTaaach B mpouraoM. M ecan y>x obpatHo-
ro MyTU HeT, 1 AOA’KHA BEPHYTbCsS K 3aHATUAM B 3TOM
mupe. K cyacTpio, Tenepb He HY)KHO HECTUCh CAOMA I'O-
AOBY AOMOJI ITOCA€ TTIOAPAOOTKM U TOTOBUTBCS BCIO HOYb
K 9K3aMeHY B CbIpOJ MTOAYIIOABAaAbHONM KOMHaTe. OpHaKO
Ha MOM IlAeuM Aeraa 3aboTa o BeuHo 3aHATOM Kaaaucro,
TaK 4YTO Ipo 0Opa3oBaHMe HEeYero ObIAO U 3aMKAThCS.

Ba00aBOK 51 Bce elje cAab0 MOHMMAAQ, UTO IPEACTaB-
ASIeT U3 ce0s1 9TOT MUP, He 3HaAA IIPMABOPHOrO ob11ecTBa
M LApsIMX TaM 3aKOHOB. Xopolia OyAyliasi UMIlepaTpu-
1ja, Hevero cka3aTb! Kakas yx TyT cBapb0a...

A omymaaa pAocapy, 1 B TO >)Ke BpeMs IepeA raasaMu
CTOsIA 006pa3 MoTpsiceHHOro MouM orkazom KaaawucTo.
BpiTh MOXeT, 51 moropsiuMaach? B KOHIle KOHILIOB, OH ellle
He OIIPaBUACS OT 00A€3HU, AQ M Oecepa COCTOSIAACD B IIPU-
CYTCTBUM MIOAYMHEHHOTO... 5l MOYyBCTBOBaAa 3aMo3aasoe
packasinue. Ho, ¢ Apyroi CTOpOHbI, BBIXOAUTD 32 IPUAYP-
Ka, KOTOPBI AaXKe He B COCTOSHUM CAEAAThb ITPEAAOXKe-
HJe, — TTOAHBIN Opea! YX, Hap0 ObI pa3oOpaTbCsi B CBOUX
4yBCTBaX.

— VM npaBaa, mouemy s1 6ecriokorch o HeM? ITycTble ne-
pexXuBaHuA. BeAb 5TOT cymMacIlleAIINIT AQ’Ke He YAOCYKUA-
CsI IOCTABUTD MEHS B U3BECTHOCTD! XOTb OBbI CIIPOCHUA... —
IIPOAOAXKAaAQ HEAOBOABHO OyOHUTD 1.

Hapo B34Tb cebs B pyku u BeuepoM, Koraa Kaaaucro
BepHeTCs, Bce 00cyauTsh. [Toxoxe, ero 6esymue 3apasHo,
OAHAKO 51 AOAJKHA COXPAHATb XOAOAHYIO TOAOBY U A€MICTBO-
BaTb 00AyMaHHO. [AaBHOe — ycnokoutbcs! S cobepych
1 00CTOSITEABHO M3A0XY CBOY ITAQHBI.
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— A Bce ycmporw. Maeurw uiu apxeoro2uro — sce, 4em
mblL X04eulb 3aHuMamocs. Tax... nouemy mol He MOMeUulb
0CMAambCA cO MHOLL BMECHO 1020, 41mo0bl BO3BPAUAMbCA?

Sl Bepuaa, YTO OH CAEP)KUT CBOe ObelllaHle, HO TIepeA
YKMHOM KO MHe 3aiieA CeppuK.

— K coxaaenuto, Ero BeicouecTBO HacAeAHBIN MPUHI]
3aAep>KMBaeTCsad — MOABUANCD CPOYHBIE A€Aad.

— Thbl yBepeH, 4TO NpU4MHA B 3TOM? BbITb MOXeET, OH
pacCTpoeH? — CIOKOMHO OCBEAOMMAACH 5.

— Cuero Bbl Tak pemiMAn? — CeApMK IOMOTaA TOAOBOA,
n3berasi Moero B3rasipa. — Ero BeicouecTBO A€iCTBUTEAD-
HO oueHb 3aHAT. CoBelljaHye 3aTSHYAOCDh, M OH BBIHYXKAEH
nponycTUThb YXK1H. OAHAKO KPOHIPUHL] IPUCAYIIAACS K Ba-
HIeMy COBeTY U TOCeTUA Bpaya.

— XM! — XMBIKHYAQ 51 M OTBEPHYAQ TOAOBY.

Hy u napumBen! Bce ¢ To60i1 noussTHO. Ho 5 HU 0 ueMm
He )KaAeAa. Bor y3Hato, )xuB au Buntep beppanau, u Tyt xe
NOKVUHY ABopel! HaBepHoe, cTOUT 06paTUTbCS 3a MOMO-
IbIO K TepLOrY...

— IleHeAoma, MPOCTUTE, €CAU 51 A€3Y HE B CBOE ACAO, —
BKpapunBo HayaA CeApuK, — HO, KaxeTcs, caoBa Ero
BbicouecTBa CTaAu AASI BaC aOCOAIOTHOM HEOXKMAQHHO-
CTbIO?

— Kakwne caoBa, 0 yueM ToI? — Sl caeAasa BUA, YTO HU-
4yero He IIOHMMAIO.

— O cBapbbe. Bol ke oTKazaAu emy.

— Xa-xa! — HaurpaHHo ycMexHyaach . — «OTkasa-
Aa»? OTKasbIBalOT B OTBET HA MPOCHOY MAU IIPEAAOSKE-
Hue. Ho 4To-TO 51 He MPUIIOMHIO HUYero MoA0OHOrO.

— Hy 3auem ke BbI Tak? IlpocTo Ero BricouecTBO He
CAVIIKOM AOBOK B IIOAOOHBIX A€AaX.
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Hert, npo6Aema BoBce He B aToM! BOT OBI B35ITh AQ BbI-
CKasaThb BCe, UTO A AyMalo Ha oToT cueT! Ho s caepKasach
1, IIMPOKO PaCIaxHyB rAasa, CIIpOCHAA:

— 310 BeAb ObIAO He paau Oeceabl?

— A?.

— ToI mocTOSIHHO 3apaelb MHE BOMIPOCHI, KaCAIMECS
BHEIIIHell ¥ BHyTPeHHel MOAUTUKY. DTo nposepka? IIbita-
€ILIbCs BBISICHUTD, IOAXOXY AU A HA POAb MMIIEpaTpULbI?
VYrapaaa?

— Het-net! Yto Bpl! — CeApUK IPUHSIACS CYAOPOXHO
pa3maxmBaTh pykamMu. — Aa pasBe s 661 mocmea?! Aymae-
Te, MHE )XUTh HapAO€eAO?

— Torpaa K yemy 3T pa3roBopbi?

— Ecan vectHO... — CeApUK 3aXMYPHUACS U, COOpaB-
LINCh C MBICASIMYU, BBITTAAUA: — Baliu coBeTbl MOMOTAOT
Ero BricoyecTBy B IpUHATUM pelIeHn!

— Yero?! — 3aBomnuaa s, m03abbIB 0 MaHepax.

BbIxoANT, AT0Oas1 cCKadaHHAsI MHOIO TAYIIOCTD BOIIAOLIIAAAChH
B peaabHOCTB?! To ecTb 3TOT 60ABaH CeApUK 3HaA 000 BCeM,
HO TIPOAOA’KAA 3aMMCHIBaTh B OAOKHOT HECYCBETHYIO YYIIb?

— Aa xak Te1 Mor?! — MHe 3aXOTeAOCh BLEMUTHCS B €r0
BOPOTHUK. — AOBEpUTD OellleHO TICKHE pellieHlie BOIIPOCOB
rOCyAQpCTBEeHHOI BaykHOCTU! O4yeHb yMH(), He4yero cKa3aTb!

— ITounmaere Au... Ero BeicouecTBO HapeeTCst TakKuM 00-
Pa3oM YAyYIIUTH Ballle peHOME B rAa3ax O0IIeCTBEHHOCTM.
Beab Oyayiast uMIepaTpuia AOAXKHA 3aCAY>XKUTb AOBepUe
NMOoAAHHBIX. — CeAPVK YABIOHYACS 1, BBIAEP>KaB HEAOATYIO
naysy, AoobaBua: — Te Baum mpo3Bullja, KOTOPbIE 32 TAA3a
MOBTOPSIOT 3Able A3bIKU, IPOCTO y>KacHbI! Xa-xa-xa.

Y MeHs 3a6oAaeaa roroBa. [TopymaB, UTO Koe-KTO celt-
4ac pBeT U MeYeT, 51 CAeAaAd TAYOOKUII BAOX M CIIPOCHAA:
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— Yo ckasaA moi1 oten?

— Be1 o repyore?

— O koM ewe?! He mor e OH IpOMOAYATh!

A-To AyMaaa, B TaKOM CUTyaL UM OTeL} MUTOM ITOCTaBUT
BCeX Ha Y1V, HO HUYEero MOAOOHOI0 He CAYYMAOCH, UTO Ha-
CTOPaXXUBAAO elile OOABILIE.

— Hy aa, koHeuHoO Xe, repyor dkxapT... — Kaxxercs,
CeApUK Ha MTHOBEHMeE 3a0bIA, UYTO Y MEHSI €CTh POAHS. —
[ToppoOHOCTEIT OH He 3HaeT, OAHAKO BeCbMa PaA, UTO Ball
CTaTyC MOBBIIIAETCS A€Hb OTO AHS.

Sl HeMHOTO YCIIOKOMAQCDh U 3aAaAQ CAEAYIOIINIL, He Me-
Hee KaBep3HbIIl BOIIPOC:

— CtaAo OBITB, OTLy U3BECTHO O NPEACTOALIEN KOPO-
Haumu?

— Ox... — CeApUK MOHSA, 4YTO IPOroBopuAcs. — Emy
COOOIIVIAY 3TUM YTPOM.

Bot ono uto! Teneps sicHO, MOYEeMY KPOHIIPMHLA IOTPe-
BOXXVMAM 32 00€eAOM.

— Oma kopoHayus csedem meHA ¢ yma. Cmapuku npo-
el MHe NAeuib CBOUMU NPABULAMU.

[Taza caoxuacs!

— HaBepHoe, oTel IbITaACS MeHS pa3bICKaTh... — MPO-
OopmoTaaa s cebe 1mop HOC.

— Ero BricouecTBO KPOHITPUHL] 3a0AaroBpeMeHHO Orpa-
HUYMIA BXOA TIOCTOPOHHMM Ha TEPPUTOPUIO MMIIEPATOPCKO-
ro ABopua! — Top)kecTBeHHO 3asABUA CeppUK.

— OueHb NMPeAYCMOTPUTEAbHO... — MeHs HaKpblAa
BOAHA y>Xaca, HO B CA€AYIOlllee MTHOBEHME g OCO3HAaAAQ,
4TO XYAIIEro yAQAOCh M3bexaTb. — M-pa yx... — fI He-
BOAbBHO CXBaTMAACh 32 TOAOBY.

— Aepn?! — ucnyraacsa Ceppuk.
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— V TOABKO 51 HUYEroIlleHbKU He 3HaAa!

— A?

— Hu o criaeTHsx, HU 0 cBapbbOe. Moeil coOOCTBEeHHOI,
3ameTp! — UyBCTBYs ce0s1 KPYTAOI AYPOIL, S TOPBKO yCMeX-
HYAQcCh.

— IleHeaomna, nmpoury, nocmoTpute Ha MeHs! — loaoc
CeapyKa 3By4aA BCTPEBOXKEHHO.

— 3auem?

I'rasa 6 Moy Ha TeOs He Tasgpean! OAHAKO 5 Bce e Uc-
MIOAHMAQ TIPOCHOY.

— Kaxercs, Ero BeicouecTBo 0ueHb HepBHMYAeT, — IO-
MOAYAB, CEPbe3HO MPOAOAKUA CeppuK.

— YT0 ero 6ecroxout?

— OH 6ouTCs, 9YTO BBl COEXUTE,

— Cepbe3Ho?!

Bpea xaxoi-to! Craao 0ObiTh, KaaAKcTo peumma ckpbi-
BaTb MIOATOTOBKY K CBaAbOe A0 oOMeHa KoAbLIamMu?!

— 1 noyemy s Bce ewe 3pecb? — Bo MHe CHOBa BCKU-
IeA THEB.

S xe Tak MHOTO AAST Hero caeaasa! OcTaBraa CBoOe U3MY-
yeHHOe OOAE3HBIO TEAO U He MoKuAaAa Kaaaucro, moka Tor
He IOILIeA Ha TIONPaBKY. A KOrAa KpOHIIPMHILY CTAaAO AYYIIIE,
s1 COTAACMAACh XXUTD BO ABoOplie. Uero e elje oH xoueT?!

— HebaaropapHeiil Mep3aBel)! — psIBKHYAQ s, 3a0bIB
o Ceppuke. — Papu TeOs1 s 0OTKa3aAach OT BCero: bpocuaa
yueOy, MOKMHYAQ AOM U AQXK€ PacCTaAaCh C COOCTBEHHBIM
teaom! Aa s criacaa Tebe XKU3HD!

— Ckaxure, [leHeAomna, Bbl A€ICTBUTEABHO MPUHSIAU
peleHne? — CIIOKOMHO 0CcBeAOMUACS CeApUK.

— O ueM Tb1? — 4] pe3Ko NMOAHSIAA TOAOBY, M HAalllM B3TASI-
ABI BCTPETUANCE.
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— IToxo’ke, Bbl MOAYMbIBaeTe NMOKUHYTb MMIIEpPATOp-
CKUI1 ABOpell, @ MOXKeT, 1 caMy cToAuLy. HackoAbko MHe
M3BECTHO, Bbl AQ)Ke ITAQHMPYeTe MOCTYIUTDb B aKaAEeMUIO.

— D-a...

Hy u ny! I Beab Aeprkaaa A3bIK 3a 3y0aMu B MPUCYT-
ctBuu Kaaancro u Ceppukal

— Ho kax xe...

— Bawm, BeposiTHO, Kazarock, uTo Ero BeicouecTBO HU
0 yeM He 3HaeT?

Hy xoHeuno! Ctaao 6b1Th, KaaAncTO caepMA 32 MHOI
TaK IIPUCTAAbHO, YTO CYMeA pa3rapaTb MCTUHHBIE MO-
TUBBI?

— KakeTcsi, BbI U BIPSIMb TOTOBBI OPOCUTHh HavyaToe
Ha MOANYTHU U cOexarb... YTo BecbMa ONPOMETUYMBO. —
YBUAEB, KaK s1 oToponeAa, CeApUK MeYaAbHO YABIOHYACS.

— Peurenne... COGCTBEHHO... elile He MPUHATO. [Touncku
ce0s1 MPOAOAXKAIOTCS... — HEYBEPEeHHO IIPoOOpMoOTaAa 4,
HaAesIChb ONPAaBAATbCs, U TYT K€ YMOAKAA.

— Aeau, 51 Bam He cypabst! — CeAPUK YCMEXHYACH. —
HamnpoTtus, st mopAepXy Al000e HauMHaHMe, KOTOPO€E XOTh
KaK-To momoxeT Ero BricouecTBy HallTU K BaM IOAXOA,.
Beab yAepKaTb yeAOBeKa, KOTOPbBIN He IIPeAbllaeTCsl HU
A€HbIraMU, HY BbICOKUM IIOAOKEHMEM B 00lI[eCTBE, 04€Hb
HETPOCTO.

Cyas o caoBam Ceppuka, Kaaaucro poorappiBascst, 4to
y MeHs Ha YMe, HO AUIIb OTYaCTU.

— Cxkaxu-ka, CeApuK, MHOT'O ThI 3Haelllb AIOAEN, KOTO-
pble coobO1aAn o cBapbbe TakuM obpasom?!

EcAu 6b1 cTpax moTepsiTh BO3AIDOAEHHOTO 3aCTaBASIA
AIOAEI 3aKAIOYaTh Opaku, MUPOM Obl TPaBUAM >KEHATbIE
napel... AX, TouHO! MBI )XKe B CUMYASITOpe CBUAQHUIL.
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IToka s rapasa, kakoy a¢pdeKxT mpomsBeA MO capka-
CTUYHBIN BoNpoc, CeApUK TUXO OTBETUA:

— 4 Bce nonnmaro.

— HeB03MO0O>XHO BBIXOAUTD 3aMYK BOT Tak!

— MHe y’KacHO KaAb, 4T0 6e3aaabepHocTb Ero Brico-
YyecTBa 3aCTaBMAA BaC OTKa3aTh.

— «be3arabepHocTb»? — I pasppak€HHO LIOKHYAQ
SI3PIKOM U OTBepHYyAachb. — MoyKeTe He CTeCHATbCS B BbI-
paxeHmsAXx!

— Ho, Ileneaomna, camu nocypure, KTo, KpoMme Bac, CO-
TAQCUTCS XXUTD C 3TUM... — CeAPUK YKPaAKOIL OTASIACA TTy-
CTYI0 KOMHATY U IIEMTHYA MHe Ha yxo: — Aypaukom!

— 1 To BepHO, — coraacuaach si, AyMasi C YABIOKOI
0 CBOE€I TParMKOMMUYECKOM y4acTHU.

Aeao 6p1r0 K HoOun. Ceppuk yiuea, a Kaaaucro, moxo-
Ke, M He AyMaA BOo3Bpaljarbcs. Keaasd Kak-To CKOpoTaThb
BpeMs, s IPMHSIAACh YUTATh KHUTY, HO, HE B CMAAX CKOH-
LIEHTPUPOBATbCA, — XAON — 3aKpblaa ee. CHaTb COBCEM
He XOTeAOCD, U 5 BBIILIAQ IIPOTYAATBCSL.

Sl mepAeHHO 11araaa, NpUAep>K1Bas pyKo 1aAb, Ipo-
XAQAHBIVI HOYHOI BETEpPOK IlleKOTaA KOXYy. AoM repio-
ra ObIA OIPOMEH, HO pa3Mepbl MMIIEPATOPCKOTO ABOpLIA
Y IPMAETAOIero K HeMy ITapKa IIopa’kaAul BooOpakeHue!
HesepHblit moBOpoT — U ThI noTepsAcsa. OpHaKO HOTHU
CaMM BbIBEAM MEHS Ha 3HAKOMYIO AOPOXKY, U 5, AAKe
He 3aMeyas TOro, HallPaBMAACh K 3AaHUIO, TA€ BEANCDH pe-
CTaBpaLIOHHbIEe PAOOTHI.

— Kak s 3paech oka3asach?..

BrasippiBasicb B TeMHOTY (OTHM, OCBellaBIilie MO Iy Th,
y)Ke ITOTacAM), s1 yBUAEAA OATHOKOE TEMHOe 3AaHue. V xoTs
sl He pa3 ObIBaAa TYT AHEM, Tellepb, BO MpaKe HOYM, OHO
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